Trick or Treating at a Haunted House
5 Senses Writing Prompt Craft
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if you dare!
Diane Henderson

There are 4 different haunted houses for children to choose from. Patterns come in black & white too.

Share your sample & explain the writing rubric using the large checklist
poster. Give each child their own individual rubric to fill out with their
final draft. Students write a rough draft, then edit & write their
completed “5 senses” prompt on the paper.
I run the writing prompt off on a variety of lighter colors of
construction paper. Students do the writing first, then color their
house. This helps them decide how they want to color.

For added pizzazz,
glue a school photo
in a window.

There are 4 haunted house options. I’ve
provided black & white patterns for
students to color, as well as full color
options, so that teachers can quickly &
easily make an example to share. There
is a top and bottom for each one. I like
to keep them matching, but I suppose if
students wanted to mix & match they
could, as the glue tabs are all the same
size.

For example, I
chose an orange
paper, then
colored my house
with orange
accents. For my
blue haunted
house, I chose
blue paper.
Give students a
choice of which
house they want
to make. Since
completed
projects make an
awesome bulletin
board display, you
may want to offer
X number of each
pattern, so you
get a nice variety
of all 4 houses.
After students
color their house
they cut it out.
Remind them to
not cut off the
white glue tabs.
They glue their
writing prompt on
top of the glue
tabs.

I’ve included
pictures of
my
completed
samples, as
well as BW
copies of the
text, so that
you can
quickly make
examples to
share with
your
students.
Examples not
only help
easily explain
what you
want them to
do, but are a
catalyst to
creating
excitement,
so students
will be eager
to make a
haunted
house of their
own.

Before you have
students write their
rough draft on a
separate sheet of
paper, you can use
these two samples as a
side-by-side
comparison, of how to
“stretch” a thought,
then add more
description and details.
Scenario goes like this:
Close your eyes.
Does “I feel cold” give
you a bit of a chill, or
does “I feel the
drizzling rain on my
cold, wet face.” do a
better job?
Which helps you smell
the description, “I
smell leaves.” or “I
smell burning leaves
and a rotting
pumpkin.” ?

Remind students to not settle for their “first thoughts”, but to close their eyes and try to hear and smell
etc. Before they write their final draft on the writing prompt paper, you may want students to pick a
partner and share their paper, then brainstorm with each other to make things better and more vivid.

Can you taste a
popcorn ball, as well as
“the salty sweetness
of a popcorn ball” ?

