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Go Away, Big Green Monster!

Author: Ed Emberley

Manufacturer: Little, Brown and Company

Amazon Price: $11.99

Offers - Buy New From: $6.98 Used From: $2.95

You can visit Mr. Emberley at www.edemberley.com He has

an Activities and Drawing button for you to click for fun things

to do.

Ed is a Caldecott Award Winner and the author/illustrator of
over 80 books!

The Gist: A monster is constructed piece by piece and then
deconstructed a piece at a time until he disappears.

Why I LOVE it:

It’s a wonderful read aloud that my Y5’s truly enjoy because it’s so simple!

I also like it because of the “life-lesson” that it imparts, in that it is a wonderful
way to give a child control over their fears and things like monsters that might
scare them.

This book grabs my YS5’s attention because of the die-cut pages, as well as the
bright bold use of colors.

I can introduce, review and teach a variety of standards with this book. First
comes the two big yellow eyes, then a long blue nose...it’s a great way to review
body parts to little ones as well as colors and ordinal numbers!

After the monster’s face is fully assembled a simple quote of “You don’t scare

me!” launches a deconstruction of the monster. Each subsequent page subtracts one
of the somewhat “scary” body parts, until the last page is black. What a great way to
review the concept of take-away and subtraction!

The text concludes with “And don’t come back! Until I say so!” empowering
children to take charge of their feelings and help master their fears, which is a
great lead in to all sorts of discussions about feelings and fears.

Lois Enlert

: The book is filled with
wonderful descriptive adjectives like: ... “big yellow eyes”, “long bluish-
greenish nose” and “scraggy purple hair”, which makes for a great introduction
to “describing words” and the importance of using them in your students’ own
writing.



+ The die-cut concept reminds me of Lois Ehlert’s Color Zoo & Color Farm,
which are also classroom favorites.

Story Telling Tips: Discussion:

Before reading the story have a discussion about “monsters”. Are they real or pretend? I
ask my students how many have seen Monsters Inc. Most of them have, and can identify
with the idea of “monsters under their beds and hiding in closets.” Is anyone afraid of
monsters? Is it OK to be afraid? Are adults sometimes afraid too? What kinds of things
are we afraid of?

Set the Mood:

I enjoy wearing costumes during story time, and adding
props. An easy thing to don during Monster Day is a pair of green gloves.

A while back Hallmark had long silk monster gloves for sale; of course I had to buy
them. They wouldn't be that hard to make. Simply add some black puffy paint stiches,
paint on some black fingernails with glitter polish, and hot glue on some real bolts.

They make story telling that much more entertaining for my students and me. I'm not
sure which of us has more fun. Masks are terrific too, and there are a slew of
Frankenstein’s monster masks available that enhance the reading of “monster” stories.

Monster Manipulatives:



Use my templates to cut a set of monster pieces out of
construction paper; laminate them, cut them out and attach a piece of scratchy
Velcro to the back.

» The pieces look great on a black piece of flannel that you can glue to a piece of
tag board if you don’t have a flannel board; or simply hot glue a magnet to each
corner of a piece of black felt and put it on your white board.

« If you want your monster to have a face, then make his face out of a piece of
green flannel and Velcro that to the black flannel. You could also make the green
face out of construction paper and a fix the non-scratchy Velcro pads to the face
so that students can press the pieces on.

»  Pass the pieces out to quiet students.

* As you come to that part in the story, the student holding that monster part puts it
on your mini-flannel board.

+ Later, point to different students to take away the body part as you begin to read
those pages.

Using their index finger, have students touch their eyes, nose, mouth, teeth, ears and hair
as you read those parts.

I teach my students the Spanish color words as well as the sign language color words so I
also have them say the colors in Spanish and sign the colors in sign language as I read
them in the story.

If you’d like to do this as well, you can check out how to sign colors at the MSU-ASL
browser website. http://aslbrowser.commtechlab.msu.edu/browser.htm

(It's one of my personal favorites, that I use all of the time.) Simply click on the link.

Magic Trick:

+ I'make an additional set of the body parts and pass them out to my students.



» They toss them into my change bag, and I pull out a small Frankenstein monster
puppet.

» This is just a stuffed piece of plush that I bought for 50% off after Halloween.

+ I slit the bottom and took out the stuffing.

» There are many “monster” plush “things” available at this time that would also
work.

» The magic words are “You don’t scare us monster!”

» Ireverse the magic trick, with a double load change bag, by putting the monster
back in the change bag and then having my students say: “Go away big green
monster and don’t come back until we tell you!” I have them clap their hands 3
times and then I show them that the monster has disappeared by turning my
change bag inside out. They are truly amazed.

* Don’t forget to go to the home page and click on my video’s to see the magic tricks.

Art Extensions: Personal Monster:

« [Ilay out an assortment of punches that are square, oval, circles and triangles in
different sizes.

* My students can punch-cut a variety of shapes to make their own “monster” faces.

« If you don’t own these, have a room helper pre-cut a variety of colors, shapes and
sizes from construction paper.

« Lay them on a long table.

* Run off a variety of colored monster shapes (oval, circle, rectangle and square)
for the face portion as well.

*  Model how to make a monster face and then allow students 10-15 minutes to
make their own big monster.

+ Staple them to a black papered bulletin board with a white caption: The Big
Monsters From ’s Kindergarten Don’t Scare Us! Do They
Scare You?

*  You can make a color copy of the book and include it in the corner of the b.board
with a white conversation bubble above it that says: Monsters inspired by the
book:

Monster Mask & Gross Motor Activity:

*  When they complete their monster they can transition to cutting out their green
Frankenstein monster mask and gluing on the hair.

« It's a good idea to have the eyeholes pre-cut for younger students.

» They trace the stitches and color in the eyebrows.



» Students will need some help hole punching the sides and adding yarn ties.

*  Give students 4 reinforcement holes for the front and back so the yarn does not
tear through the construction paper.

*  When everyone is done, we don our masks and do the Monster Mash together.

* Qo to http://www .themonstermash.com/mmdex.html to download the original.

» T have several students from the Sth grade pop down during this time to help tie
on masks.

+ I've also had room-help from parent volunteers on various theme days too!

Math Extensions:
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e I also read the book Glad Monster Sad Monster also by Ed
Emberley This is a great companion book because it has the same terrific bold
graphics. I can continue to review feelings with my Y5’s, particularly emotions and the
wide variety they can have on any given day.

As a math extension we compare and contrast the books using a Venn diagram. [ start
with 2 hula-hoops and sentence strips and do this on the floor.

We also graph which book is our favorite, discussing & comparing these two monster
books. Be sure and check out my other favorite monster books on the bibliography
provided.

Another counting/subtraction extension that also gets the wiggles out is a take off of Ten
In The Bed.

Choose 10 little monsters to lie on the floor next to each other. The rest of their
classmates can cheer them on and chant: There were 10 monsters under the bed and the
little one said: "Move over! Move over!" So they all moved over and 1 rolled out; there
were 9 under the bed and the little monster said...

Continue 'til all 10 of your student monsters have rolled out from under the bed, and then
give the rest of your students a turn.



Shape Review Monster Bag:

What better way to review shapes than to feed them to a hungry monster right before
lunch!

Print a copy of my patterns and make a template so that you can easily create a file folder
Frankenstein's monster head.

Tape the sides of the file folder shut, for the perfect "feeding envelope". Pass out an
assortment of various colored "food" shapes.

I edged the black hair with purple puffy paint, and the mouth with neon-orange. The
stitches are outlined with silver glitter glue. I added more dimension with "diamond"
rhinestone "screws" on the neck bolts, that I wrapped with aluminum foil. I also added
"monster wiggle eyes" to the yellow circles so they seem to pop off the page.

Children chant: "Monster, Monster, munch and crunch. What shape food would you
like for lunch?" The teacher says a shape, and any child holding that shape puts it inside
the monster's head. You can also have students identify the various colors as well. We do
them in Spanish as well as English.

Students can make their own monster head out of a long green - sealed
envelope. Use the mini-monster pattern pieces and have them pre-cut ahead of time, so
that children can quickly glue them to the front of their envelope; or allow the children to
use markers to create their own faces.



You could also give them each a pair of wiggle eyes and some glue dots to add a bit of
pizzazz to their creation as well as glitter-glue stitches.

I used brass brads for bolts on my envelope and simply taped them on the back.

Michael's Craft Store has the weird "monster eyes" pictured, in a multi variety-sized
pack. The neon-colored wiggle eyes, are also a bit more creepy and festive.

Run off a supply of shapes on different colored construction paper. Have envelopes pre-
sealed and tops slit to expedite this project. Students cut out their shapes.

When everyone is done, whole group assess, by calling out a shape, and having the
students feed their monster head.

Monster Games:

'What's Missing?

» Make an extra set of the colored shapes mentioned above. Glue on wiggle
monster eyes and add facial details.

* Gather your students together and have them sit in a circle on the carpet.

» Place the "shape monsters" in the middle. Have the children close their eyes
tightly.

+ Teacher removes one of the monsters. Children open their eyes. The first one to
guess which monster is missing is the winner.

» Continue to play 'til you have taken away all of the monsters or until the timer
rings. What a fun way to review shapes.

Monster Where's Your Hand ?

This is played just like Doggy Who's Got Your Bone?



* One child sits in a chair in the middle of a circle of children. They are the
monster.

* A monster's hand is under the chair.

» The monster has his eyes closed tightly shut.

» Teacher points to a child sitting in the circle, to quietly take the hand from under
the chair, and put it behind their back.

» Everyone also puts their hand behind their back.

» The children chant as the child in the chair opens their eyes: "Monster-monster
who's stolen your hand?"

» The monster gets one chance to guess.

» Play continues 'til everyone has had a chance to be either the monster or the hand
stealer.

* To make a monster hand you can buy a rather gruesome "real" looking one at a
Halloween costume store, or make one.

« To make one, fill a clear plastic glove (they sell them in a box of 50 at The Dollar
store) with popped popcorn.

» Put a candy corn in the tip of each finger for a fingernail. Make sure the popcorn
is cool or the candy corn will melt and smear.

» Tie off the end with lime green, orange or black curling ribbon.

* A plastic spider ring makes a cute addition. They sell them 24 in a pack of green,
orange and black at The Dollar Store.

» These are easy and inexpensive to make, so you could have them as your
"Monster-Day" snack and whip up an entire batch for each child to eat at school
or take home.

®)
®) K

Writing Extension:

Brainstorm with your students the different emotions that they can feel. Write the words
on the board.

Discuss how different colors might represent the different emotions. i.e., red for angry,
yellow for happy, blue for sad etc.

Tell your students to select two different emotions, that they or their monster are feeling
today.



Students TRACE the hair on their monster using different color markers. They color half
of their face one emotion, the other the other emotion. (See the sample of my front
cover. I chose happy and silly.)

It's a good idea to make a monster for yourself so that you have an example to show your
class.

Run off a cover and fill it in. Run off a copy of the monster for each one of your
students. When they have completed their page, collect and collate your book and read it

to the class.

Make sure that your students wrote their name under the sentence.

Monster Bookmark:

Finally, end the day; by having your students make this

easy and fun bookmark.

Run off the master on green construction paper and pre-cut yellow circles. Students glue
on the eyes, and add a touch of red and white for a mouth as well as black pupils. I also
traced the word "monster" with a green marker.

Students will need help making a slit around the nose so they can insert a little note.

I hope you have a monstrously magnificent time doing these things!
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Grophing Time

VWhich book did you like best?

, : ’ ¥

.......

Glad Monster Go Away, Big Green
Sad Monster Monster!




Total:
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We read
some monster
stories today.
Ask me
about them!
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some monster




e
|
. e

o - ]

[T—

{
N A 7

— fe™~, e~

4
N s

e A T

o~

e~ e

R

— e~ e~ v g

T Y, Yo
~7 ¥
H

A4
T Yy Yo
is7 v

:

[ e S S

HE Y, Yo

i~ v
i

1 1 ’

1 1

Ay
J
.

N g
Ty Y Yo
I~ W

eSS le™_ 1 7
(]

i1 ¥ ) o
L )
1 i 7

- 1
7 AY i
ot Vel il A R g O o
1 ,':‘.( 1=
R N B
1
1
1e :
-~ - = g e =
! 1__:|l~\ tagoaford
i N Nl 1N
)

7 \ 1 !
1 4 i B 1o W
N_ PR g RSt Nz
; '
P !
o~ - L Ll B L -y
LR ‘:\ tar o1l
I N2 Nt 1N 4o
v
=y 1
’ \ ' 1
1 N L I DI
4 AW W ]
\_ N2 ~r N2 N2
' 5
P :
—~ - Lk Y L B B L) s
e e R
1 i ,
I N2 N2l 1N s
\ 7

~ - - 7
e a2
i NS N -

-~
' A Y v
L
i 1,57

N’ N s

g o B

1 N2 N \sll

~1

-1

.
s
~
1
1 e
~1 4
[ |
1

s
PY Y S R
Is-" N2 1
1
i
e P d
[ |
|
1 1 N2
v
-

©TeachWithMe.com




Spanish colors that we review with the book

Go Away Big Green Monster.

Monster color parts:

red: rojo (roh-hoh)

yellow: amarillo (ah-mah-ree-yoh)
blue: azul (ah-sool)

green: verde (bayr-day)

white: blanco (blahn-koh)

purple: marado (moor-ah-do)

T also ask my students what color the background page is?

black: negro (nay-groh)

Other colors for Glad Monster Sad Monster:
orange: anaranjado (ah-nah-ran-ha-doh)
pink: rosa (rose-ah)

gray: gris (greese)

violet: violeta (vee-oh-leh-tah)

cream: crema (krema)

brown: café (kah-fay)






Monster Bibliography

The ones highlighted in yellow are my extra favorites.

Boo Who? A lift-the-flap book, Joan Holub, $6.95

Bye-Bye Big Bad Bully Bug, Ed Emberley $9.95

Eek-A-Boo! A lift-the-flap book, Joan Holub, $6.95

Everything I Know About Monsters, Tom Lichtenheld, $18.95 (I'd
read to 6 and up. He also wrote Everything I Know About Pirates.)
Glad Monster, Sad Monster (A book about feelings) by Emberley
$14.95

6. Go Away, Big Green Monster! by Emberley $9.95

7. Goodnight Baby Monster, Laura Leuck, $3.99s

8. Green Wilma, Tedd Arnold, $6.95
9.
1
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Guess Who’s Just Moved In Next Door?, Coin McNaughton, $6.95
0.I Need My Monster, Howard Williams $6.95 (I’d read this to 6 and

up)

11.In A Dark Dark Wood, David A. Carter, $10.95

12.Inside A House That Is Haunted, Alyssa Satin Capucilli, $.95

13.If I Were A Halloween Monster, $13.95

14.If You’re A Monster and You Know It, Ed Emberley, $11.95

15.Jungle Halloween Maryann Cocca-Leffler, $6.95

16. Mommy? A Michael Di Capua pop-up book, $14.95

17.Mommy’s Monster, Irene Trimble $2.96

18.Monster Math, Anne Miranda, $6.95

19. Monster, Monster, Melanie Walsh, $12.95

20.Monsters of Class 7, Michael Ratnett, $5.95

21. My Mama Says There Aren’t Any Zombies, Ghosts, Vampires,
Creatures, Demons, Monsters, Fiends, Goblins, Or Things, Judith
Viorst, $3.95

22.My Monster Mama Loves Me So, Laura Leuck, $6.99

23. Nightmare Hotel, Alex Henry $15.95 (A spooky pop-up book.)

24.Sam Finds A Monster, Mary Labatt, $3.99

25.Snappy Little Halloween: A Pop-Up book $12.95



26.Ten Little Monsters: A Counting Pop-Up Book, Jonathan Emmett,
$10.95

27.The House That Drac Built, Judy Sierra, $6.00

28.The Little Old Lady Who Wasn’t Afraid Of Anything, Linda
Williams, $6.99

29.The Monster Who Loved Books, Keith Faulkner, $8.99

30.There Was An Old Monster, Rebecca Emberley, $11.95

31.There’s A Nightmare In My Closer, Mercer Mayer, $7.99

32.There Are Monsters Everywhere, Mercer Mayer, $11.99

33.There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Bat, Lucille Colandro,
$5.95





