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My grandson Kaiden, who is 3, enjoyed 
making a “night wash” so that his firefly 
would appear.  I also had him do his name. 
This activity can be done in PK.  My Y5s, 
kinders, and 1st graders have also enjoyed 
doing watercolor washes. 



Fingerprint fireflies in a jar craftivity: 
Run off the pattern on blue construction paper. Royal blue as well as powder blue both look nice.
Brush a thin layer of yellow paint on a paper plate.  Students dip their thumb into it and make however many 
fireflies in their jar that you want then to. Wipe off thumbs with a wet wipe. Then brush a thin layer of white paint on 
the plate. Children use their pinkie finger to make wings on either side of the yellow firefly thumbprints. Let dry. Add 
details with a black marker. 
For added pizzazz, cut jar lids out of aluminum foil. Students glue to the top of their jars and add details with a 
black sharpie. 
We do this activity after I read 10 Flashing Fireflies, by Philemon Sturges.  They make 10 lighting bugs in their jar. 
Here’s a YouTube link to that story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjUhHAPtl0A
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I’m a firefly.  

I flit 

I flash 

I flutter. 

I float on a  

summer night’s breeze.  

I dance in the dark  

to the tunes 

of the loons 

the crickets 

and frogs.  

I’m free to frolic and  

play 

’til the moon slips  

away. 

By Diane L. Henderson

Luminescence

 
The lightning bug is brilliant 

   But he hasn't any mind 
He blunders through existence 

   With his headlight on 
behind. 

 

-Author Unknown 
(Widely circulated in 1898) 

 

The lightning bug is brilliant 

But he hasn’t any mind 

He blunders through existence 

With his headlight on behind.

-Author Unknown 

(Widely circulated in 1898)

Name: Label the firefly

antennae

head

thorax

abdomen

wings

legs
There are 6 
jointed legs.
Insects have 
6 legs.
Is a firefly an 
insect? Yes.

The firefly is not a fly; it’s 
a type of beetle. 
Another name for a firefly is a
lightening bug. 

The abdomen is located
under the wing covers. 
It is the end segment of 
the firefly. 

   black
orange

The wing 
covers are a
dark brown 
that has a 
tannish 
yellow edge.

The head 
cover also 
has the same 
tannish 
yellow edge.

This is the segment that lights up.

The firefly has
2 wings that are located 
under the wing covers.

The thorax is located 
under the wing 
covers. The thorax is 
the midsection of the 
insect’s body. It 
holds the head, legs, 
wings and abdomen.

The last segment of the abdomen 
lights up and flashes light, which can  
range from a bright yellow, to a
            yellowish-orange, to green or  
a yellowish green.
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What is larva or larvae? 

Larvae is the plural of larva.  

In the 17th and 18th centuries, scientists began to use this Latin word to describe 
the stage in an insect's life during which its final form 
is still hidden. 

Larva is the early stage of development that differs 
greatly in appearance from its adult stage.  

Larvae adapt to a different environment and way of 
life than adults. 

It is the newly hatched, wingless, often wormlike 
feeding stage of many insects, before they undergo a 

complete change or metamorphosis into an adult.  

After an insect hatches from an egg, it goes into the larva, or second stage of 
their life cycle, which often looks like a worm.  

Insect larvae are very hungry and eat a great deal.  

They usually become larger than the adult, as a lot of energy and food are needed 
for the many changes made during the next phase of their life cycle called 
pupation.  

For this reason, insect larvae often cause a lot more damage to stored crops than 
adult insects. 

Tadpoles are the larvae of frogs and toads, while caterpillars are the larvae of 
butterflies and moths. 

As with butterflies and frogs, the larval phase is part of the firefly’s life cycle. 

What is a pupa? 

A pupa is an insect’s inactive form. This is a stage of it’s life cycle as it undergoes a 
complete change called metamorphosis.  

In the life of an insect the pupal stage comes after the 
larval stage and is the stage just before adulthood.  

During this time the adult structures of the insect are 
formed while the larval structures are broken down.  

Pupae are usually immobile and mostly defenseless. So 
they are not eaten, they are concealed. Their 
camouflaged color helps them blend in so they aren’t 

easily seen.  

When a firefly larvae is big enough, usually in late spring, it digs into the ground and 
builds a mud chamber in the soil and settles inside it.  

This has a hard exterior shell that will protect it during this part of its life, while it 
undergoes a metamorphosis from a crawling larva to an adult firefly. 

In other species of fireflies, the larva attaches itself to the bark of a tree, hanging 
upside down similar to what a caterpillar does.  

A remarkable transformation takes place during the pupal stage.  This process is 
called histolysis, where the larva's body is broken down, and special groups of 
“transforming” cells are activated.  

These groups of cells trigger biochemical processes that change the insect from a 
larva into an adult firefly.  

When the metamorphosis is complete, the adult firefly is ready to emerge in early 
summer, which usually takes about 10 days to several weeks after it becomes a pupa.  

A butterfly’s pupa stage is the chrysalis; for a moth it’s a cocoon. 

Pupa Comprehension Check

The pupa is the ___________ stage of development of an insect. 

The pupa is a part of the firefly’s _________ cycle.  

This is the stage where _________________ takes place and the 
larva change into an adult firefly.  
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It’s time to let the fireflies go! 
Count backwards with me.

I have 10 fireflies  
in my jar.

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 
9 10

10 9 8 7 
6 5 4 3  
2 1 0 

Hooray!  
The fireflies are free.
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If you liked this resource,  
you may also like these other activities as well.  
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Beginning Or End Of The Year 
Backpack Writing Prompts 

Diane

Look Who’s Leaping! 
Beginning & End of the Year 

Frog-Themed Activities 
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Manny’s Sketchpad

Ribbit! 
Write it! 
Read it!
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Whale-Themed  
Beginning & End of the Year 

Writing Prompt Packet 
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Tiny “Tales” About Summer

A Class Book By:

Cut blank pages out this size.   
Each student writes one fun, funny, crazy, scary or whatever thing that happened to them during summer vacation. (A tiny 
“tale”) and then illustrates their page.  This could be done at the end of the year about a previous summer, or at the beginning of 
the year. 
Collect, collate, and add your cover to make a class book.   
The “A class book by:”  page goes after the cover.  You can fill in something like: “Mr(s). _________________’s  2015  
1st graders”.  Share as a whole group, with each child reading their own page. 
cTeachWithMe.com

You’ve been a whale of a great student!

You’ve been a whale of a great student!

You’ve been a whale of a great student!

TeachWithMe.com

You can give these to your students.  Write their name at the top with “Have a super summer!” or whatever, then sign your name. 
Students could also pick a partner and write each other a note of why they thought their classmate was a great student, or a 
“Have a nice summer” kind of note, that they write on the back. 

            “Taco ‘bout” Fun!  

Diane Hender son 

Writing Prompt Craftivity
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               Thank you so much for buying this product.  

             I truly hope you’ll love this item & that it will  
                make your life easier & teaching more fun! 

To my loyal followers: I promise to post at least one FREEBIE each 
month that will hopefully knock-your-socks-off. 

Please take a moment to leave feedback to earn valuable points,  
which equal money for future TPT purchases!  Woo hoo.   

             If for any reason you’re unhappy, please email me at:       
            dianetpt@gmail.com 
                                                Blessings,  Diane

“Believe you 
can and  
you’re  

half way 
there.”
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