Common Core
Pumpkin Craftivities
Elements of a story +
Beginning-Middle-End retelling

My Two Favorite October Books
Title:

Title:

Author:

Author:

Illustrator:

Illustrator:

Characters:

Characters:

Setting:

Setting:

Plot:

Plot:

Why I liked it:
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Why I liked it:
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Comparing and Contrasting 2 Pumpkin Stories
Title:

Different:

Title:

Same:

Different:

Brainstorm with younger students about the October books you have read as a class. which were their
favorites?!
Make a list of them on the board, along with the names of the authors and illustrators. !
Children decide which one was their personal favorite and fill out the yellow “pumpkin guts” writing prompt. !
When done, they glue the top of the pumpkin to the top front of the writing prompt, and the pumpkin shell to
the bottom of the paper. !

!

For that finishing touch, add a bit of color to the pumpkin with crayons or glitter. A school photo also looks
nice on the stem. Completed projects make a cute border on a hallway wall, or also look nice hung back-toback from the ceiling. !

!
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Read it!
Read it!
Read it!
Brainstorm with younger students about the October books you have read as a class. which were their
favorites?!
Make a list of them on the board, along with the names of the authors and illustrators. !
Children decide which one was their personal favorite and fill out the yellow “pumpkin guts” writing prompt. !
When done, they glue the top of the pumpkin to the top front of the writing prompt, and the pumpkin shell to
the bottom of the paper. !

!

For that finishing touch, add a bit of color to the pumpkin with crayons or glitter. A school photo also looks
nice on the stem. Completed projects make a cute border on a hallway wall, or also look nice hung back-toback from the ceiling. !

!
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Clip art by djinkers.com

“Read it!” is a play on words for Ribbit, so I thought your kiddos might enjoy coloring and cutting out a frog to glue on
their pumpkin. !

!
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Title:

Title:

Author:

Author:

Illustrator:

Illustrator:

Run off on yellow
paper. !

!

Students trim,
complete the
“pumpkin guts”
writing prompt, &
then glue the
pumpkin lid to the top
and the pumpkin
shell to the bottom. !

!

TeachWithMe.com

Characters:

Characters:

Setting:

Setting:

Plot:

Plot:

Why I liked it:

Why I liked it:

Title:
Big Pumpkin
Author:
Erica Silverman
Illustrator:
S.D. Schindler
Characters:
A witch, ghost, mummy,
vampire and a bat.
Setting:
In the witches garden, which
was next to a graveyard.
Plot:
Neither the witch, nor any of the
other characters, can pull the
pumpkin off the vine, until they all
work together.
Why I liked it:
I liked it, because it was the little bat
who came up with the solution to use
teamwork. I also think that the
illustrations are awesome.
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Title:

TAB!

Beginning . . .

Middle . . .

Have students!
start by cutting!
around the tab.!
This way they won’t !
forget.!
Remind them to STOP !
at the end of the dashed lines!
so that they don’t cut their flaps!
off.!

End . . .

Run off on
orange
construction
paper. !
Students lay
the orange
pumpkin
page on top
of a yellow
sheet of
construction
paper and
cut once.
The yellow
paper will
be where
they write
the
beginning,
middle and
end of their
story on.
Students
remove the
yellow
paper and
then cut on
the dashed
lines so that
their
pumpkin
booklet will
flip open.
You may
want to
demonstrate
cutting the
TAB
section.!
Students
glue the
orange tab
on top of the
yellow tab,
so that their
booklet flips
open.
Students
could also
use a
stapler.!
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Title:

TAB!

Beginning . . .

Middle . . .

Have students!
start by cutting!
around the tab.!
This way they won’t !
forget.!
Remind them to STOP !
at the end of the dashed lines!
so that they don’t cut their flaps!
off.!

End . . .

Run off on
orange
construction
paper. !
Students lay
the orange
pumpkin
page on top
of a yellow
sheet of
construction
paper and
cut once.
The yellow
paper will
be where
they write
the
beginning,
middle and
end of their
story on.
Students
remove the
yellow
paper and
then cut on
the dashed
lines so that
their
pumpkin
booklet will
flip open.
You may
want to
demonstrate
cutting the
TAB
section.!
Students
glue the
orange tab
on top of the
yellow tab,
so that their
booklet flips
open.
Students
could also
use a
stapler.!
Children
draw their
own face to
make a
Jack-OLantern.!

This is my sample. You can print it on yellow construction paper, to make a quick example to share with your
students.

A little old lady who wasn’t afraid of anything,
went for a walk in the woods to collect herbs,
spices, nuts and seeds.

She walked long and far and it became dark.
The little old lady started to walk home by the
light of the moon.
She came upon a pair of shoes in the middle of
the road. They went CLOMP CLOMP.
She wasn’t afraid even when they began to
follow her.
The same thing happened with a pair of pants, a
shirt, some white gloves, a black hat and finally,
a pumpkin head. They all had their own noises or
movements.
The little old lady ran all the way home.

She locked the door and rocked by the fire.
A knock came at the door, because she was not afraid
she opened it. She whispered an idea to the pumpkin
then went to bed. In the morning, she awoke to
find the objects still making noises, but now
they had become a scarecrow in her garden,
scaring the crows away.

