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Five Little Pumpkins Paper Plate Puppet Theater 
©TeachWithMe.com 
 
Materials: 

 Paper plates (2 for each child) 
 Scissors 
 Glue sticks 
 Black marker 
 Large popsicle sticks 
 Scotch tape 
 Black construction paper 
 Stapler 
 

Directions: 
Prep:  

 Run off masters. 
 Pre-cut paper plates and staple them together. I do this for my Y5’s. 

Older students could do this step on their own. 
  I feel I have enough cutting involved with the pumpkins, poem and 

title and fence.  
Cutting:  

 Cut one plate in ½ and then cut a picket-fence, triangle-tipped pattern, 
(See photo) at the top.  

 Flip this plate over and staple one staple on either side (at the top end) 
to each side of the bottom paper plate.  

 The base of the plate is left open so that the child can slip their 
pumpkin-stick puppet and hand inside the paper plate “theater”.  

The next day… 
 Children CUT out their fence and WRITE their name on it. They 

WRITE one letter on each one of the fence posts. If their name is 
long, they write two letters in a post.  

 Students GLUE the fence to the front of their paper plate.  
 Children CUT out the sentence strip “Five little pumpkins” and GLUE 

it to the top of the back of the back paper plate.  



 Students Cut out their tag board strip as well as their 5 pumpkins and 
GLUE the 5 pumpkins above the 1st, 2nd, etc numbers.  

 Children CUT out their black strip.  
 Teacher scotch tapes their popsicle stick to the back of the pumpkin 

strip.  
 Students glue the black strip over the Popsicle stick.  
 Children CUT out the pumpkin poem and GLUE it to the back of the 

plate.  
 Students insert to the pumpkin puppet stick and recite the poem.  
 As they talk about the 1st pumpkin, they tilt that pumpkin up.  
 When they talk about the 2nd pumpkin, they tilt the 1st two pumpkins 

up.  
 When the wind goes “Whoosh” they wiggle all of the pumpkins.  
 When “the lights go out” they flip their puppet stick over so that the 

black back shows.  
 When they state “…the pumpkins rolled into the night.” They roll 

their pumpkin puppet stick down and out of the puppet theater.  
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Five Little Pumpkins 

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate 

The 1st one said: "My it'sgetting late!" 


The 2nd one said: "I hear a noise!" 

The 3rd one said: "It's just some boys!" 

The 4th one said: "Let's run! Let's run!" 

The 5th one said: "It's Halloween fun!" 


Then whoosh went the wind, 

and out went the light 


and the 5 little pumpkins 

rolled into the night! 
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Pumpkins In The News  
TeachWithMe.com 
 
Materials 

 Newspapers 
 Scissors 
 Glue sticks 
 Orange crayons 
 

Directions: 
Prep: 

 Find sections of newspaper with mostly print on them. Cut them into a 
manageable sheet of paper for each student.  

The next day… 
 Students DRAW a large pumpkin shape on their newspaper page.  
 Children COLOR their pumpkin orange being careful not to rip their paper.  
 Students CUT out their pumpkin and THROW away the scraps.  
 Children SEARCH through a section of the newspaper for 2 eyes and a 

nose for their pumpkin that are SHAPES and CUT them out and GLUE 
them to their pumpkin.  

 Children also SEARCH for the letters in their name to make the SMILE on 
the pumpkin. They can be upper or lowercase letters. Younger children will 
look for a capital letter for their first initial and then lowercase letters for 
the rest because that is the way they are learning how to spell their names 
so encourage this.  

 Students add a green construction paper stem.  
 Children mount their pumpkin on a sheet of orange construction paper and 

then trim around it, or glue it to a sheet of black construction paper and just 
leave it.  

 They look wonderful hanging from the ceiling, wall or mounted on a b. 
board. “Newsy Pumpkins” “Pumpkins in the news” “Here’s the scoop on 
our shapely pumpkins!”  
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My Pumpkin Patch Mobile 
©TeachWithMe.com 
 
Materials: 

 Coat hangers 
 Glue sticks 
 Scissors 
 Coffee filters 
 Yellow paint 
 Paintbrushes 
 Stapler 
 Staples 
 Scotch tape 
 Black crayons or markers 
 Cutting board 
 Yarn (Brown, green orange, white, multi-colored or black) 
 Orange, & green construction paper 
 Black ink pen 
 Hole punch 
 Paperclips  
 Optional: Green pipe cleaners to make a twisting vine for the flower. 

 
Directions: 
Prep:  

 Run off copies of masters. 
 Rough cut them so that each student has one of each thing.  
 Cut strips of orange and green construction paper on a paper cutter.  
 You’ll also need strips of green for the stems of the Jack-o-lanterns. 
 Staple the orange strips into a star pattern.  
 Snip some extra orange squares from the strips of orange so that they 

can glue one to the inside of their pumpkin to cover the staples.  
 Write names on the edge of a coffee filter for each student.  



 
The next day… 

 Children PAINT their coffee filter, set aside to dry.  
 Students CUT out their pumpkin seed word rectangle and their seed 

packet and GLUE them back-to-back.  
 Teacher punches a hole in the corner and ties it with a bow to the 

child’s coat hanger. You can do this one step at a time when each 
child finishes a step, or you can wait ‘til each child has completed all 
4 steps and then have them bring all their pieces to you and tie all of 
them on at once, keeping the coat hangers, yarn, punch etc. at your 
working table.  

 Students CUT out their green leaf. 
 Student takes their star-strip pumpkin and put their pumpkin together 

by GLUING each strip together at the top. They need to rub a good 
amount of glue to the top tip of each strip and press it together, 
holding it for a count of 10, then move on to the next strip.  

 When they are done, they should raise their hand so that teacher can 
staple the strips together.  

 Children FOLD and GLUE their stem to the top of their pumpkin.  
 Teacher staples this in place as well. Teacher ties it to the coat hanger.  
 Child CUTS out their #3 pumpkin rectangle and puts a dab of glue on 

the base of it and folds it up and over the base of their coat hanger, 
next to their pumpkin. (See photo.) 

 To keep yarn danglers from sliding I make a scotch tape -“stopper” on 
either side of the “dangler”. (This is a tiny piece of tape wrapped 
around the wire of the coat hanger next to the yarn that acts as a tab.)  

 Students keep their orange construction paper folded and cut on the 
black lines. When they are done, they open their paper up to reveal a 
pumpkin.  

 Children draw a face using a black marker or crayon.  
 Students glue a green construction paper stem to the top of their Jack-

O-Lantern.  
 Children CUT out their #4 Jack-O-Lantern rectangle and GLUE it to 

the back of their paper Jack-O-Lantern.  
 Teacher punches a hole in the stem and ties this piece to the end of the 

coat hanger.  
 Students CUT out their “pumpkin patch” piece and make “folds” on 

the lines.  



 Children put GLUE on the inside of the “folded” parts and ATTACH 
it to their coat hanger.  

 Students WRITE their name on the matching orange back.  
 Children CUT out this orange back piece and GLUE it to their mobile.  
 Coffee filter flowers should be dry by now. Teacher helps students 

gather the filter into a flower shape by pinching them and then 
twisting the base.  

 Teacher punches a hole into the bottom of the leaf.  
 Children insert the flower into the hole.  
 Teacher bends the flower down, and tapes or staples it to the back of 

the leaf.  
 Tie the yarn around the FRONT of the flower so that it hangs 

properly.  
 If you opted for the green pipe cleaner vine, wrap it around a pencil to 

make it a curly-Q, then wrap it around the base of the coat hanger, 
next to the flower.  

 Older children could also wrap their coat hangers with fall-colored 
yarn! 

 Hang mobile from a paperclip from the ceiling. What an awesome 
pumpkin patch display!  
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