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The year is winding down, students have nailed the standards, temperatures are getting 
warmer (finally!) and vacation is just around the corner.  

One of my readers e-mailed me this wonderful Beach Party idea and gave permission to 
share her name and ideas on the blog.  I thought they were so cute; perfect timing too, 
incase any of you want to throw a luau or beach party. Here's what she had to say: 

Hi Diane I enjoy reading your blog and thought I would pass along some ideas I use for 
my classroom at the end of the school year that are a hit with my kindergarten students in 
Den Haag [The Netherlands]  
We celebrate the end of the school year and beginning of summer by having a "beach 
party."  
 

Decorations: 

- I decorate the classroom with beach things, most of which I have either in the 
classroom or at home, and the rest can be purchased at a Dollar Store. 
- Use beach towels as tablecloths or to sit on during reading time/circle. etc.  

- Wash Frisbees, flip over and use as plates for snack. 
- Have inflatable beach balls, sand, water and seashells in a texture table  
- Lei's (from The Dollar Store) for prizes 
- I have a CD of whale songs and we go "whale watching" at the beach. 
 
Snacks  
- Make blue Jell-O with gummy fish mixed in. (Use clear plastic cups so that you can see 
the fish:)  
- We also have "Seaside cupcakes." Frost each cupcake with vanilla/white icing. 



- Sprinkle yellow sugar on one half to create the “beach” and blue sugar on the other 
half to create the “ocean.” (Or use blue icing to make the ocean)  
- Open and insert a parasol into each “beach.”  
- Attach a gummy bear with a dab of icing onto a life saver “raft” and place onto the 
blue “ocean.”  
- Eat snack outside (weather permitting) and sit on our beach towels 
 
Reading: 

At the end of the school year I read Goodbye House 
and Goodnight Moon.  The children are encouraged to draw things they would like to 
say goodbye to, and then during circle time we talk about what each child drew, and that 
it's okay to be sad and miss all of the things we did during the school year.   
 
Just thought I would share. Danku for all of your ideas. I hope you continue throughout 
the summer as we get ready for the fall.  Katja Zeldenthuis 

Thank YOU Katja for this wonderful idea, and I WILL be continuing to design things 
through out the summer.   
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Father’s	
  Day	
  Books:	
  
These	
  are	
  all	
  great	
  and	
  I	
  really	
  can’t	
  pick	
  any	
  all-­‐time	
  favorites	
  to	
  
high	
  light	
  in	
  yellow.	
  	
  
	
  
1. Animal	
  Dads,	
  Collard	
  
2. Because	
  Your	
  Daddy	
  Loves	
  You,	
  Clements	
  
3. I	
  Love	
  My	
  Daddy	
  Because,	
  Gadford	
  
4. I	
  Love	
  My	
  Daddy,	
  Braun	
  
5. I	
  Love	
  You	
  As	
  Much,	
  Melmed	
  
6. Just	
  Me	
  And	
  My	
  Dad	
  Mayer	
  
7. Kisses	
  For	
  Daddy,	
  Watts	
  
8. My	
  Daddy	
  and	
  Me,	
  Sklansky	
  
9. The	
  10	
  Best	
  Things	
  About	
  Dad,	
  Loomis	
  
10. What	
  Dad’s	
  Can’t	
  Do	
  

	
  

Books	
  About	
  the	
  Flag:	
  
Again,	
  these	
  are	
  all	
  very	
  good	
  and	
  I	
  really	
  don’t	
  have	
  a	
  favorite.	
  
	
  
1. Betsy	
  Ross,	
  Wallner	
  
2. Flag	
  Day,	
  Bennett	
  
3. F	
  is	
  for	
  Flag,	
  Lewison	
  
4. L	
  is	
  for	
  Liberty,	
  Lewison	
  
5. Red,	
  White	
  and	
  Blue:	
  The	
  Story	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Flag,	
  Herman	
  



6. The	
  Flag	
  We	
  Love,	
  Ryan	
  
7. The	
  Pledge	
  of	
  Allegiance,	
  Scholastic	
  

	
  

Books	
  About	
  Vacation	
  and	
  Summer:	
  
1. Summer:	
  An	
  Alphabet	
  Acrostic,	
  Schnur	
  
2. The	
  Night	
  Before	
  Summer	
  Vacation,	
  Wing	
  
3. Up	
  North	
  At	
  The	
  Cabin,	
  Call	
  
4. What	
  I	
  Did	
  On	
  My	
  Summer	
  Vacartion:	
  40	
  funny	
  poems,	
  
Lansky	
  &	
  Carpenter	
  

	
  

	
  


