










Bee-ing Good  
Non-Treasure Box “Treasures” 

 
There are different schools of thought about rewarding children for 

good           behavior.  Some think that students should be good because 
they need to behave and that’s the end of the story. They shouldn’t have 
to be rewarded.   

I find that in teaching Y5’s I’m at the beginning of the totem pole 
where parents don’t know they have a child who just might have a 
learning disorder or other handicap that makes them incapable of 
controlling themselves without some sort of “extra” incentive.   

Some children haven’t learned this important life skill at home.  Some 
have OD, ADHD, perhaps EI, ESL and all the rest of the letters of the 
alphabet and not yet been “labeled” because I have them for the first time 
and have not yet made a paper trail with testing.   

When I’m trying to teach 19+ other students with little or no attention 
span as well, with no aid to help rescue me, or take this child aside and 
give some much-needed attention to, I’m all for a few incentives, in order 
to not lose the rest of the “bunch” and my sanity in the process!   

These “treasures” needn’t be the candy, stickers, nor the trip to the 
treasure box.  I’ve sometimes found that quality time with me is what a 
hyperactive child really wanted.  Thus here is a list of some other types 
of  “treasures” you can offer a student when they complete a puzzle.  You 
never know what their “hot button” to motivate them will be! 

 
• Eat lunch with the teacher. 
• Be the line leader all day. 
• Be special person for the day. (Gets to wear the “special person” 

apron and do all the “student jobs” for the day. May only choose this 
incentive once per month.) 

• Be teacher’s assistant. (Gets to wear the “teacher’s assistant” 
apron/badge and do the “teacher’s assistant” jobs.) If you don’t have 
one, make one up.  This person can deliver mail to any other teacher.  
If you don’t have any mail, make up a “Have a nice day note!” and 



shove it in a “top secret” envelope.  Let this child carry it to the 
“special” class or deliver it during class (if they can be trusted) so they 
feel special.  Let various teachers know of this “special job” and “mail 
service”.  They can quickly read the mail, if they have time and 
simply initial it and send it back. The assistant can sharpen your 
pencils, erase the boards, do whatever jobs you can think of that a 
child could do for a teacher that doesn’t take away from your other 
student jobs. They could monitor the line and make sure it is straight 
and quiet.  Check to see if everyone is out of the bathroom, check to 
see if all the lockers are closed, count heads, put garbage cans outside 
the door for the janitor, help you put up/take down a bulletin board, 
help you stuff Take Home Folders, help you put things in backpacks 
etc. Let them pass out a candy treat, or help you set up snack. 

• Pick out the story from a group of books you show them; sit next to 
you during story time and help with the story.  

• Be your assistant magician.  You can show them how to do a magic 
trick. (There are all sorts of easy-magic sites on line. If you own one 
of my tricks, do NOT show them how to do the change bag or duck 
pan, as they WILL tell how you do it and spoil that trick forever.) 

• Basically think of things your students enjoy doing in your class or 
with you and add that to a list this student can choose from.  
 

 
 
 

 

      
 
 

















Windows Of Good Behavior! 

	
  
Ask me what a great day I had! 
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Windows of  
Good Behavior 

 
 

Puzzles 

 

Stickers 

 

Badges 

 

Bookmarks 

 

Bracelets 




