








Directions For Horton Hears A Who TP Tube Pop 
Up Puppet. 
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Run off the elephant (Horton) on gray construction 
paper.  Because of copyright laws I did not draw 
the “real” Horton.  
 
Cut 2 slits on either side of the nose so you can 

insert the trunk-tab  into the toilet paper tube.   
 
Cover the back of the trunk with glue before you slide it in, and then pinch and 
press to make sure it stays put.  
 
To expedite things, you can pre-wrap toilet paper tubes with gray paper.   
 
This is a nice fine motor skill, so if you have the time, it’s nice if children can do 
their own.   
 
Students glue a stripe down one edge of the paper and then stick it to the tp 
tube and roll it. Add more glue on that end.  
 
I tell students to pinch it with their fingers for a minute so it sticks.   I also add 
a piece or two of Scotch tape for reinforcement.   
 
You can also have children bring their tube to you and you can staple the paper 
on. 
 
Children cut out their elephant and color the tusks white to add a bit of 
pizzazz.  
 
For even more pizzazz add two wiggle eyes with glue dots.  
 
Run off and rough cut, the clover with the little poem inside on pink construction 
paper.   
 
Students cut out their clover “flower” and tape a green pipe cleaner on the back, 
after they have curled the end.  
 
I fastened a mini white pom pom for the “dust speck” but you could also use a 
little piece of cotton ball. 



 
I stuck this on to the front of Horton’s tp “trunk” with a glue dot.  
 
Tape or glue-dot 2 Popsicle sticks end to end.   
 
I got the picture of the Who from: http://www.coloringpagesabc.com/horton-
hears-a-who-coloring-pages/ 
 
Because of copyright I did not make a page of Whos.  You can click on the link and 
check out the Whoville characters you want and then just copy and paste and 
then make them smaller, right in your Word doc.  
 
Color your who, trim and glue dot to the end of the Popsicle stick.  I chose this 
girl from Whoville, because she had a feather on her head, so I added a feather 
for that finishing touch.   
 
Children can manipulate their puppets to all sorts of spatial directions: “Poke your 
Who up, down, out, in etc.  The Who is between the elephant’s eyes.   
 
You can also have them manipulate Horton and place him above their head, behind 
their back, in their left hand, in their right hand etc.   
 
If you don’t want to fuss with the tp puppet aspect of Horton, you can use him 
for writing prompt “Trunk Tales.”   
 
I’ve included several templates for that. Using Horton as a topper on a paper, 
makes these an adorable bulletin board.  
 
If you do this project, I’d enjoy a photo of your kiddo’s creations and permission to 
share if I may.  Thanks in advance.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Run off on gray 
construction paper. 
Students cut out 
their trunk and 
complete the 
writing prompt 
and then insert 

it between 
the tusks 

on their elephant. 
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Trunk Tales

The book seems to point out that 
there comes a time in everyone’s life 
where they should help themselves out. 
Do you agree? Can you give an 
example in your life?

Trunk Tales

What was your favorite part of the 
story? Why?
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Trunk Tales

“Through the high jungle tree tops, the 
news quickly spread: He talks to a dust 
speck! He’s out of his head.” 
If you were an animal in the jungle and 
came upon Horton, would you have 
believed him? Why or why not? 

Trunk Tales

In the end, the large kangaroo 
and the little one too

decide to help Horton, would you?
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Trunk Tales

What if Horton suddenly sneezed 
because he was allergic to clover and 
specks of dust.  Write what might 
happen to the people in Whoville.

Trunk Tales

Write about what Horton would do 
if he suddenly sneezed 

and away the speck flew. Ah-choo!
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Trunk Tales

The Once-ler in the Lorax says: "Unless 
someone like you cares a whole awful 
lot, nothing is going to get better. It's 
not." How does this quote fit with 
Horton’s story?

Trunk Tales

Who was your favorite character in 
the story? Why?
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Trunk Tales

The mayor felt that every citizen in a 
community is important to the town’s 
well-being. How did he show this in the 
book?

Trunk Tales

Why shouldn’t anyone be a slacker?
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Trunk Tales

Horton needed a friend.  You be that 
friend.  How would you help him?

Trunk Tales

What character(s) in the story did you 
not like and why? 
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Trunk Tales

Horton said: “A person’s a person no 
matter how small.” What are some of 
the things a kid can do that will make 
a difference?

Trunk Tales

Horton gave 100%.
Do you give 100%? How? When?
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Trunk Tales

Pretend that you are a Who and 
Horton has just saved you.  What 
would you like to say to Horton?

Trunk Tales

Did you like the story Horton Hears A 
Who better than Cat in the Hat? Why 

or why not?
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Trunk Tales

If Horton were put in the zoo, 
what would he do?

Trunk Tales

The Whos are from Whoville and live on a 
speck of dust.  ______ from ______ 

lives on a __________ in your 
classroom. Fill in the blanks and write 

about them. 
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Trunk Tales

Would you rather be Horton or a Who?
Why?

Trunk Tales

The Kangaroo and the monkeys were 
especially mean to Horton.  Think of 

another jungle animal that could come to 
his rescue and write what would happen.
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Trunk Tales

Dogs can hear high pitched noises that 
humans can’t hear. Likewise, elephants 
can hear low notes that we also 
cannot hear.  Would you rather have 
“dog hearing” or “elephant hearing” or 
just keep your own?  Why or why not?

Trunk Tales

Horton believes that a person should be 
responsible and keep their promises. 

Have you ever made a promise, or given 
someone your word that you would do 

something? Explain




