


  	
  
	
  

Guess-­‐timation	
  Station	
  Jar	
  
	
  
To	
  help	
  my	
  Y5’s	
  with	
  number	
  sense	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  groups	
  and	
  sets	
  of	
  objects,	
  I	
  
have	
  a	
  Guess-­‐timation	
  Station	
  in	
  my	
  room	
  that	
  consists	
  of	
  a	
  large	
  plastic	
  jar.	
  	
  
	
  
Students	
  guess	
  how	
  many	
  coins,	
  cotton	
  balls,	
  Q-­‐tips	
  etc.	
  that	
  are	
  in	
  it	
  each	
  day	
  
and	
  write	
  their	
  answer,	
  along	
  with	
  their	
  name,	
  on	
  a	
  guessing	
  slip	
  that	
  they	
  put	
  
in	
  the	
  mystery	
  box.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Parents	
  provide	
  the	
  answer	
  on	
  a	
  slip	
  of	
  paper,	
  and	
  during	
  lunch	
  I	
  figure	
  out	
  
who	
  has	
  the	
  correct	
  answer	
  or	
  is	
  closest	
  to	
  it.	
  
	
  
The	
  jar	
  goes	
  home	
  each	
  night	
  with	
  a	
  different	
  child,	
  along	
  with	
  a	
  laminated	
  
note	
  of	
  explanation.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day,	
  during	
  Share	
  &	
  Tell	
  Time,	
  the	
  student	
  who	
  brought	
  in	
  
the	
  jar	
  calls	
  on	
  3	
  friends	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  guesses.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  then	
  count	
  the	
  objects	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  jar	
  into	
  a	
  large	
  Baggie	
  and	
  announce	
  the	
  
winner,	
  who	
  receives	
  a	
  sticker	
  to	
  put	
  on	
  our	
  Guess-­‐timation	
  Genius	
  poster.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  jar	
  goes	
  home	
  with	
  the	
  next	
  student	
  on	
  the	
  list	
  and	
  the	
  Baggie	
  goes	
  home	
  
with	
  the	
  student	
  who	
  brought	
  the	
  items.	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  encourage	
  participation	
  and	
  promote	
  interest	
  and	
  excitement,	
  the	
  student	
  
with	
  the	
  most	
  stickers	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  month	
  gets	
  a	
  trip	
  to	
  the	
  treasure	
  box	
  
and	
  a	
  certificate.	
  	
  	
  
	
  



At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  year,	
  our	
  grand	
  champion,	
  gets	
  a	
  special	
  certificate	
  
and	
  prize.	
  	
  
	
  
My	
  students	
  really	
  enjoy	
  this	
  activity	
  and	
  I	
  see	
  wonderful	
  improvement	
  in	
  
their	
  estimating	
  skills	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  we	
  celebrate	
  100	
  Day	
  in	
  February.	
  
	
  
I	
  display	
  25	
  Baggies	
  of	
  items.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  to	
  guess	
  which	
  ones	
  contain	
  100	
  of	
  
something.	
  Most	
  of	
  my	
  students	
  are	
  90%	
  accurate!	
  
	
  
You	
  can	
  buy	
  big	
  plastic	
  jars	
  at	
  The	
  Dollar	
  Store.	
  	
  It’s	
  a	
  fun	
  and	
  easy	
  activity	
  to	
  
set	
  up	
  in	
  your	
  Math	
  Center	
  that	
  I	
  know	
  your	
  students	
  will	
  enjoy.	
  	
  
	
  

  



	
  
	
  
Dear Families, 
 
• This jar is our Guess-timation Station for one of our 

math centers.   
• It is your child’s turn to fill it with something that is not 

valuable.   
• Please help them brainstorm something fun, interesting 

or unique to count and put into the jar.   
• The contents must be the SAME thing as pictured in the 

jars above.   
• If you’d like this to be something edible that your child 

can pass out as a treat or snack to their classmates, 
please let me know via the attached note.   

• Your child needs to bring the jar back on their next day 
of school.   

• Thanks in advance for your cooperation in making 
learning extra fun for our students.  

• As always, if you have any questions, feel free to give 
me a call. 

 
Educationally yours, 









Congratulations!	
  
	
  

__________________________________________________________	
  

participated in our Guess-timation Station activities. 
Keep up the great work.  

 

  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Teacher:______________________ Date:_________________	
  



Congratulations!	
  
	
  

__________________________________________________________	
  

is a Guess-timation Genius! 
Keep up the great work.  
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Congratulations!	
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is our Grand Champion Guess-timation Genius! 
WOW! 
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