
	
  
	
  

 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to a new school year! 
As a fun icebreaker I thought the children would enjoy sharing a 
cookie glyph about themselves so we can get to know each other.  
 
Would you please read the enclosed directions and help your child 
complete their cookie and then return it to school for our first day of 
class. 
 
The students will be sharing them and then I will be making a bulletin 
board with their creations. 
 
Thanks in advance for your cooperation. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to give me a call. 
 
I’m really looking forward to our first day of school.  We will have so 
much fun! 
 
Educationally Yours, 
 
 
 













	
  
Sample	
  interview	
  questions	
  

	
  
• Brainstorm	
  with	
  your	
  students.	
  	
  	
  
• Read	
  these	
  as	
  suggestions	
  and	
  then	
  let	
  them	
  know	
  that	
  they	
  
can	
  also	
  think	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  question.	
  	
  	
  

• They	
  will	
  be	
  asking	
  one	
  or	
  two	
  questions	
  of	
  each	
  of	
  their	
  new	
  
friends.	
  	
  	
  

• Remind	
  them	
  that	
  they	
  have	
  X	
  amount	
  of	
  time	
  to	
  get	
  through	
  
X	
  amount	
  of	
  students	
  before	
  the	
  timer	
  rings.	
  	
  

• 	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  enough	
  clipboards	
  for	
  everyone,	
  my	
  Y5’s	
  think	
  
it’s	
  “way	
  cool”	
  to	
  carry	
  them	
  around	
  and	
  write	
  on.	
  	
  

	
  
1. What	
  is	
  your	
  favorite	
  color?	
  
2. What’s	
  your	
  second	
  favorite	
  color?	
  
3. How	
  old	
  are	
  you?	
  
4. How	
  do	
  you	
  get	
  to	
  school?	
  
5. What	
  kind	
  of	
  person	
  are	
  you?	
  (Shy,	
  talkative,	
  sleepy,	
  silly,	
  
happy)	
  

6. What	
  month	
  were	
  you	
  born	
  in?	
  
7. Do	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  pet?	
  How	
  many?	
  Is	
  it	
  a	
  cat,	
  dog	
  or	
  other?	
  
8. Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  brothers?	
  How	
  many?	
  Are	
  they	
  younger	
  or	
  
older?	
  

9. Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  sisters?	
  How	
  many?	
  Are	
  they	
  younger	
  or	
  
older?	
  

10. 	
  What’s	
  your	
  favorite	
  flavor	
  of	
  ice	
  cream?	
  
11. 	
  What’s	
  your	
  favorite	
  flavor	
  of	
  bubble	
  gum?	
  
	
  







A Cookie Glyph As A Fun Icebreaker 

Cookie Glyph: 

I dreamed this up because I thought it would not only be a fun icebreaker, but it would 
make an instant and really cute bulletin board as well.   

You can do these with your students the first week of school as a get-to-know-you 
activity, or you can tuck the directions and a tan construction paper cookie into your 
Open House Packet for parents to help their child with, and then they can bring their 
cookie on the first day of school for them to hold up and share with their new friends.    

We have our Open House before school starts.  If you don't, you can tuck it into your 
"Welcome to my class" letter that many teachers send out during the summer or simply 
send it home the first day of school.   

Use my pattern, or revamp it to make it simpler or a bit more involved to fit the age of 
your students or the time frame you have allotted to complete it in class.   

Take a photo of each student on their 1st day of school.  I use this photo in all sorts of 
keepsake things during September until I get their school pix back. 

I make black & white copies on the photo setting of our copier and keep them along with 
other photos that I take in a file folder on my desk. 

Cookie Glyph Bulletin Board: 

After students finish sharing their cookie glyph, if they haven't already done so, have 
them cut their cookie out. 

Cover a section of your bulletin board or a wall with aluminum foil so that it looks like a 
cookie sheet.  

If you want to make this "pop" make a cookie sheet out of tag board and then wrap it in 
aluminum foil. Stuff a bit of tissue paper under the center of it so that it is raised up.  
 

Arrange your students' cookie glyphs on the sheet and staple their photo next to their 
cookie so that it overlaps a bit. 



Make copies of the spatula template and have children write their names on them, or for 
younger students give them a sticker name label.   

They can color the handles their favorite color and then cut them out.  Staple the spatula 
on top of a corner of their photo.  

Your heading will be: ______________________ Has A Brand New Batch Of Really 
Smart Cookies!   

Display the glyph key and my "Recipe for a really good year!" card and put them one 
above the other on your board on either the left or right side.  

If you'd like to make this a "Mystery glyph game" like the bio-glyph in back-to-
school idea #5 scotch tape the cookies on the b. board in such a way so that they flip 
up, and then put the photo under the cookie.   

You can omit the name spatulas or have children glue them to their cookie making sure 
that they glue it so that they can be viewed correctly when "flipped-up".  

As with that game, allow students time to interview their new friends to see if they can 
figure out whose cookie belongs to whom and award a prize to the student who has the 
most glyphs correct when the timer rings. 

Cookie Glyph Etc. 

For a fun addition to the end of the activity, have milk and cookies for a snack and ask 
your students this riddle:  "Why did the cookie go to the doctor?"  "Because he was 
feeling crumby!" 

I hope you enjoy this activity with your new batch of sweeties! 
 

This would also be something fun to do with the entire family over summer break, or to 
plug in if you're teaching summer school.  







	
  
	
  

Recipe	
  for	
  a	
  great	
  school	
  year!	
  
	
  
Ingredients:	
  
• _______	
  really	
  smart	
  students.	
  
• 1	
  really	
  excited	
  teacher	
  named	
  
________________________________.	
  

• Tons	
  of	
  fun-­‐filled	
  lessons.	
  
	
  

Directions:	
  
1. Mix	
  together	
  daily	
  from	
  __________	
  to	
  
___________.	
  	
  

2. Combine	
  with	
  smiles	
  and	
  hugs.	
  
3. Keep	
  cozy	
  from	
  _________________	
  to	
  
____________________	
  

4. 	
  Will	
  result	
  in	
  very	
  happy	
  and	
  smart	
  
students	
  ready	
  for	
  
_________________________________.	
  

	
  
	
  



1. Fill	
  in	
  with	
  start	
  and	
  end	
  TIME.	
  
3.	
  Fill	
  in	
  with	
  start	
  and	
  end	
  of	
  school	
  MONTH.	
  	
  
4.	
  Fill	
  in	
  with	
  the	
  next	
  grade.	
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