


What's A Fact Family?
A fact family is made up of 3 numbers.

Just as in any family the members, or numbers, are related. In almost all cases
there are at least four math facts to be mads with them.

Fact Family Relationships

In the famiy 7. 3 and 10 they are related bscauss you can add two of the
numbers to get the last number.

;+3=1

Tou can also switch the first two numbers, using the commutative preperty of
addition. and stil get the same answer.

3+ 7 =1
Fact Family Cousins

IT addition is the direct relationship amengst these family members. then
subtraction is the family cousin through the inverse preperty.

Subtraction is the opposite of addition. but it's stil related  The preblems still only
uses the three members of the famiy

0-3=7
0-7=3

Keeping Track of All Family Members
What's the big deal?



o

Once students knows the relationships of the fact famly members. it's sasy for
them to see what number is missing at a quick glance.

Solving additien and subtraction preblems is then much easier and starts to
become autematic.

For example. this preblem:
(4 o = D
Tour chid should quickly be able to recognize 3 as the missing family member.

Fact Tamly houses are a great way to teach visual learners about the
relationships among the thres numbers. [n that famiy.

Knowing Tact families. especialy these. which create numbsr sentences that add
up to 10, are a key part of math.

Its a wenderful day i the nejghberfved” brings back memeries of Mr. Rogers
when [ was [ittle. Making fact family houses and putting them in a neighberhoed
can help students learn the "tens facts™ by heart.

Have chidren list the Tens Facts. Figure cut the combination of numbers that add
up to 10. Begin by asking the question "What db I need to add to 1 to make

107. Be sure to list the inverse facts as well For example, 1 + 9 = 10, Dess 9
+ 1 =10 too?

Becauss I'm a teacher. and we are in school. [ thought making a neighberheod of
schealhouses would bs a fun theme.

In the "attic” windows, have students write the three numbsrs that make up
your fact famiy. Children should write the largest numbsr in the top window.

[ used Tens Facts for my sample. starting with 1 + 9. so the numbers in the
windews are 10, 9 and 1.



Students complete the two addition preblems, using the list theyve created
Once theyve figured these out. the subtraction problems sheuld be easy.

IT you nesed to prompt, ask semething aleng the lnes of "/ [ added 9 1o T 1o got
10, what ab you think weuld be 6t if ' teck that 9 away agairt”.

To creats a neighberhoed run of T the scheeheusss on 10 dfferent celors of
construction paper. [ lke to teach a rainbow pattern later en in the year. so
now is a great time to start with those 7 six bright celers.

Next, have students fil in the rest of the Tens Facts, cne in each heuse, to
create the entire neighborheod

//4;... 4 ' ' //4;... B

Once the neighbarheed is finished, chidren use a square of Scotch taps to hinge
them together.

Run of f' the covers for sach fact famly en white copy paper. Students cut
these out. solve the preblems and then glus them to the back of the first house
in the fact famiy

When they are completed students will have a variety of different celered fact
family house becklets that they can stand up and make into neighberhoods of
schoolhouses.

Another thing you can do with this packet that wil help reinforce fact famiies, is
to show students how to write the famiies using a T bar.

I tel chidren that they are beceming T-eriffic at making fact famiiss so they
g6t to make T-DBars.



Students simply trace the T in red and write the
missing number en the other side of the bar. This number when added to the
other wil make the numbsr on tep of the T bar. Tou can turn this shest into a
‘mad-minute” and time students.

The Fact Family Spinner Game is also another way to get the facts reinforced

Chidren spin the spinner, whatever number they land on. they find that number
tle and placs it in the top attic window of their schochouse.

They decide what other numbers they are geing to cheose to make a fact famiy
for that number and fil in the remaining ties and then X-off that fact famiy
on their recordng shest.

The first student, who completss all of the fact families, wins the game.

Finaly, the last way I review fact families with students is with mini-dry erase
boards that I make out of gossy ink jet paper.

Tou can buy an entire box of paper at Sams Club. Costco o any of the office
supply stares for areund $10, with anywhere frem 100-200 shests.

Cut strips the length of the paper a tad shy of “f inches wide.

Buy a box of long coered envelopes. Seal the envelepes and snip of T the ends so
that they are 1 inches long.

When you write on the dlossy side of the paper with a dry erase marker it easiy
wipss of ' just as ift you wers using a dry erase beard!

[ beught a pack of white washcloths and cut them into small squares.

There are several fun ways you can use thess envelepe dry erase boards:



= Teacher writes down two equations en theirs and shows it
to the students.
Students copy the equations and then put the “secret solution” at the end of the

board and cover it with the enveleps. hedng their beard in the air when they are
dene.

When the teacher says. Reveal she can see at a dance who has the correct
answer.

Teachers can write down a “secret solution” and students can figure out 2
equations that match. (Teacher would list all of the equations that would be
carrect on thelr answer key) Students would held up their 2 selutions with
answers.

Because thess are so inexpensive to maks, you could make them for your
students every ysar. so they could keep them Have them store them in their
desk. cubby, or felder for easy access. Use them for math name writing letters,
shape identification etc.

[T you ke to have home—sched connections for your students, a great way to
practice their math facts is by logging them into Xtra Math.

[t's a free onling program: https.//www.xtramatherg/ run by a non-profit
organization, that is dedicated to math achisvement for all This is Iess than 10
minutes a day of math that your students can werk on at home to increase
their recognition of math facts. The program is fres, simple and includes progress
reports. [ found it whis surfing the net. [ts recommended by Edmedo. and werth
checking cut to ses if' it fits your needs.

I hops thess ideas have added to your math bag of tricks. to help make teaching
in your neighberhoed. a bit more wonderfull

“T 00 ofren we give children answers to rememﬁer, rather than jaroﬁfems to

solve.” —Roger Lewin
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My Fact Famiy

ochoohouse Fer My Fact Famiy
The Number 7 Scheohouse For
The Number 6
7 and 0 5and 2
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My Fact Famiy

Scheolheuse For
The Number 10
10and 0 7 and 3
10+0: 7+3=
0+10= 3+7=
10-10= 10-3 =
10-0= 10-7=
9and1
9+1= 6 and 4
1+9= 6+4=
e 4+6=
10-1=
» 10-4=
10-9= 10:=6 =
8 and 2 ji
Sagm 5and5
2+8= 5+5=
10-2= 10=5=
10-8=
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My Fact Famiy
ochoeahouse For
The Number 9
9and 0
3:32 6and 3
9-9: 6+3=
- 3+6=
9-0= .
8and 1 9-6=
8+1=
1+8= 5 and 4
9-1= 5+4=
Sy 4 + 5=
7 and 2 9-4=
7+2= 9-6=
2+7=
9-2=
9-7 =
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