


What's A Fact Family?

Explanation Revamped for Rocket Shlp Fact Family Packet

A fact family is made up of 3 numbers.

Just as in any family the members, or numbers. are related In almost all cases
there are at least four math facts to be mads with them.

Fact Family Relationships

In the famiy 7. 3 and 10 they are related bscauss you can add two of the
numbers to get the last number.

;+3=1

Tou can also switch the first two numbers, using the commutative preperty of
addition. and stil get the same answer.

3+ 7 =1
Fact Family Cousins

IT addition is the direct relationship amengst these family members. then
subtraction is the family cousin through the inverse preperty.

Subtraction is the opposite of addition. but it's stil related  The preblems still only
uses the three members of the famiy



0-3=7
0-7=3

Keeping Track of All Family Members
What's the big deal?

o

Once students know the relationships of the fact famiy members, it's sasy for
them to see what number is missing at a quick glance.

Solving additien and subtraction preblems is then much easier and starts to
beceme autematic.

For example. this preblem:
(4 e = D
Tour chid should quickly be able to recognize 3 as the missing family member.

Seeing fact famiies in a house or spaceship etc. are a great way to teach visual
lsarners about the relationships ameng the three numbsrs in that famiy.

fnowing Tact families. especialy thess. which create numbsr sentences that add
up to 10, are a key part of math.

Putting fact famiies in the rocket ship can help students learn the "tens facts’
by heart.

The mere oppertunities you can think of to immerse kids in fact famiies. the
gasier it is for them to remember them "tl the light bub finaly comes on.

Practice makes perfect!” realy rings true. when it comes to fact famiies,
however, this can get rather boring

Worksheets™ can quickly become “skil-dril and kil" sheets and is precisely why [
don’t cal tablstop lessens “worksheets”, but “skil sheets’. Who wants to do werk?



For example: Flease dv the warksheet on your desk” "Today were having fun
practicing a skil by playng a game.” Ses what [ mean? What do you want to do?

To help students learn the tens facts, have chidren list the Tens Facts. by

//4‘. = ‘ - //4‘. —

figuring out the combination of numbers that add up to 10. Begin by asking the
question "What do I need to add to 1 to make 107. bBe sure to list the inverse
facts as wel For example, 1 + 9 = 10, Dees @ + 1 = 10 teo?

I've alrsady mads scheohouses. so I wanted to think of semething else that would
get students excited about practicing their fact famiiss. Geing on a journey into
space and collscting stickers fer their travel log sounded pretty fun to me.

In the top windows of their rocket. have students write the thres numbers that
make up the Tact famiy. Chidren should write the largest number in the tep
window.

I'used Tens Facts for my sample. starting with 1 + 9. so the numbers in the
windows are 10. 9 and 1.

Students complete the two addition preblems, using the list theyve creatsd
Once theyve figured thess cut, the subtraction preblems should be easy.

IT you nesd to prompt, ask semething aleng the lines of /7 [ added 9 to 1 to got
10, what ab you think weuld be lef't if ' teck that 9 away agart”.

To creats a neighbarhoed, run of T the reckets on 10 dfferent celors of
construction paper. [ lke to teach a rainbow pattern later en in the year. so
now is a great time to start with those 7 six bright celers.

Next, have students fil in the rest of the Tens Facts, cne in each heuse, to
create the entire flight booklst.



Once the neighbarheed is finished, chidren use a square of Scotch taps to hinge
them together iff you want this to be free standng ke the schocheusss. or
instead of using scotch tape for these. do semething diff'erent for this
neighberheed of rockets. and stapls them into a bocklet.

Another thing you can do with this packet that wil hep reinferce fact famiies, is
to show students how to write the famiies using a T bar.

I tell chidren that they are beceming T-eriffic at making fact families so Tt's
T-Bar Time." Instead of 2 schoohouses. they have a single rocket ship for this
BXEIGIse.

Students simply trace the T in red and write the
missing number cn the other side of the bar. This number when added to the
other wil make the numbsr on tep of the T bar. Tou can turn this sheet into a
‘mad-minute” and tims students.

The Fact Family Spinner Game is also another way to get the facts reinforced

Chidren spin the spinner, whatever number they land on they find that number
tle and place it in the tep attic window of their rocket.

They decide what other numbers they are geing to cheoss to make a fact famiy
for that number and fil in the remaining ties and then X-off that fact famiy
on eng of 2 recording shests avalable.

The first student, who completss all of the fact famiies, wins the game.

I've included traceable fact famiy numbsr cards, plus addition and subtraction
equation cards, al with a variety of covers so students can make [tty Bitty
bockiets. Uss these for Memery Match Concentration games, T Have: Who Has?”
gamss, or have students selve the equation cards in mad minutes against a
partner.



I was extremely excited to find a Droid font and wendered what on earth [
could do with that cute [ittle guy when I decided he'd be perfect to make fact
family practice sheets.

FRRwa

I find that students lke funky fonts as wel as teachers and the novelty adds
just encugh twist to make the “same-dd” different and there fore funf Add to
their pleasure by turning them into "mad-minutes™ and award stickers for their
Learning Logst Just and FI. let them do a skil sheet or 2 first. to get used to
‘readng” the fent. and introduce it with, " This is a bit hard o read but [ know

how smart yeu are. and I thought this weuld be fun for yeu...”

The most exciting thing abeut the Blast OFf With Me and Learn A Fact Famiy
Packet is the Space Travel Learning Log!

Students LOVE stickers. Why semeens is wiling to werk for a mere pisce of
stickiness remains a mystery, but I'm all over the fact that this is a great
incentivel

Believe me. [ know your students will enjey this program so much,
they will ask you. ift they can work on fact families. just so they can earn
stickers for their learning logst Celecting anything is quite addcting to a kid and
what an easy and fun way to lsarn and bulld self-esteem at the same timel

Can I get a Weo heo for the win-win?

Angway. I had a blast dreaming up this ittle log and hope your kidde's will enjey it
half" as much, as I dd creating it.

Here's how it works:

Print of ' copies of their school photo. cut them inte ovals. Students gue this over
the face of the astronaut en the cover and write their name at the top.



They jeurney "...on a planetary path leaning fact famiy math”
Each tims they learn a fact famiy they get a planst sticker. Once theyve
lsarned AlLL of the fact famiies in the galaxy they receive the benus Earth

They choose a rocket. name. cut and glus it to their booklet
and are able to sarn rocket stickers for a variety of in-class fact famiy work.

They cheose an alisn friend namse. cut and glus it to that
lsarning log page and are able to sarn alien and spaceship stickers fer stil more
fact family activities.

There's also a page for miscelanceus reward and award
stickers. Here I suggest having a daly or weekly sticker pested, that kesps



students motivated and gets them excited to work on seme aspect of fact
families, because they want the coveted sticker of the day.

For the last page. they have a cengratulations page. where they have
accomplished their math mission and their learning log is now complete.

Finally, the last way I review fact famiies with students is with mini-dry erase
boards that I make out of gossy ink jet paper.

Just incase you didn't see the dry erase boards I made with the scheohouse
facts, I also includs them here.

Tou can buy an entire box of paper at Sams Club. Costco o any of the office
supply stores for arcund $10, with anywhere frem 100-200 shests.

Cut strips the length of the paper a tad shy of 1 inches wide.

Buy a box of long coered envelopes. Seal the envelepes and snip of ' the ends so
that they are 1 inches long.

When you write on the glossy side of the paper with a dry erase marker it easiy
wipss of ' just as iff you were using a dry erase board!

[ bought a pack of white washcloths and cut them into smal squares.

There are several fun ways you can use these envelope dry erase boards:
Teacher writss down two squations en theirs and shews it to the students.
Students copy the equations and then put the “secret sdution” at the end of the
board and cover it with the envelops, holdng their board in the air when they are

dene.

When the teacher says. Reveal” she can see at a gance who has the correct
answer.



Teachers can write down a “sscret sdution” and students can figure out 2
equations that match. (Teacher would list all of the equations that weuld be
correct on thelr answer key) Students would held up their 2 selutions with
answers.

Because thess are so nexpensive to make. you could make them fer your
students every ysar. so they could keep them. Have them stere them in their
desk. cubby, o felder for easy access. Use them for math, name writing letters,
shape identification etc.

It you ke to have home—scheol connections for your students, a great way to
practice their math facts is by logging them into Xtra Math. This weuld be a
great way for studsnts to earn these extra stickers for their learning logs.

[ts a fres onine program: https.//www.xtramathorg/ run by a non—profit
organization, that is dedicated to math achisvement for all This is Iess than 10
minutes a day of math that your students can werk on at heme to increass
their recognition of math facts. The program is fres, simple and includes progress
reports. [ found it whis surfing the net. [ts recommended by Edmedo. and werth
checking cut to ses if' it fits your needs.

I hops thess ideas have added to your math bag of tricks. to help make teaching
in your neighberhoed. a bit more wonderful

“T 00 qfren we give children answers to remember,

rather than problems to solve.” Foger Lewin
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ve visited these fact Pamily planets |
When I know that fact famiy I recsive that fact famiy planet stickert
When I know ALL of the fact famiies [ get a planet earth sticker! «
| ? | | | |
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i l I____ e I | ( 9
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Fve visited these fact famiy plansts. Cemrm_J |
When I know that fact famiy I receive that fact famiy planet stickerd i
When I know ALL of the fact famiies I get a planet sarth.sticker! : |
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've visited these fact famiy plnets EARTH_) |
When I know that fact famiy I receive that fact famiy planet stickeri ;
When I know ALL of the fact famiies I get a planet earth sticker! |




JUPITER

Planet Stickers

Each time a student learns a fact family,
they earn a planet sticker.

When they have learned them all,

they earn the earth sticker.
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This is my recket:
My recket's name is:

These are the recket stickers I've earned Ask me how.

This is my favorite alien friend

His name is
These are the alien and spaceship stickers ['ve earned Ask me how.

Award and reward stickers I've earned Ask me what theyre for.




High-Five Cengratulations!

has sucoessfully cempleted WO ey @
our Fact Famiy Space Tour. \ Accg‘:;;g;w . l
Teacher: b
Jate v

High-Five Congratulations!

has successfuly completed
our Fact Famiy Space Tour.
“ Teacher: '
Date:

High-Five Congratulations!

has successfuly completed e am Iy
our Fact Famiy Space Tour. plihed
Teacher: ’
Date.
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Rocket Stickers:
Each time a student participates in “mad minutes’ and gets a 100% or beats their
previeus time by completing more fact famiies or completely fhishing a sheet,
they get a spesdy recket sticker. You can give them out for whatever else Hou
desm appropriate for this category Students aso get to cheose a rocket for
their Space Travel Log This is a min-writing extensien



TN

0000 000°

Alien Stickers:

Each time a student participates n a fact family game and plays with an “alien’
(classmate) and wins the gams, o completes the activity they get an dlien or
dlien spaceship sticker. Students also get to pick out an alien friend and name it
to gue in their Space Travel Log



Miscellaneous Stickers:

Teadnrscand‘eamupreasmsforgivhgmmesestbka*ﬁu”exanmﬂis
student know al of the fact famies first, wins the most games, gets dewn to
business quickest, nice player award, spetted being a great astrenaut, helped an

dien learn a fact famiy practiced fact famiies enine, tumned in their fact famiy

homework, stayed on tas during fact famiy time and was the first to complete
mwﬁemwewewhfmwmuabwttm%da{ icker of
ﬂedag/weeksoﬁwemtytoacﬁeve'rt They WILL want to cdlect thess,
so it's a great motivational tod for you
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T is for T-eriffic

Fil n the missing number,
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Cirections:

Spin the spinner.
Put that number in the top circle.
Cheose 2 other numbers, that when
added together, wil equal the tep
circle.

This is the fact famiy you wil find
and fil in number ties for.

After yu've completed the Blast
Off tie sheet, mark of f this Fact
Famiy on your recordng shest.

Fact Famiy
& AR &SFF

©TeachWithMe.com
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Fact Famiy Practice

Write the answers.
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Fact Famly Practice 'W' “ ' "P‘

Write the answers.




Fact Family Practice ’B\ o

Write the answers.
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Fact Family Practice %‘

Write the answers.
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Write the answers.
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Write the answers.
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Write the answers.
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Fact Famiy Practice %‘
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Fact Family Practice :ﬁ: ﬁ 'ﬁ"ﬁ"%‘
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knows these
fact famiies:
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