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3+15+21+19+9+14+19=100
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My Dollar Word Booklet 
By: _____________________ 

Each of these words has a value of 100.

Excellent!
5+24+3+5+12+12+5+14+20
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Stretch  
your vocabulary.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m

n o p q r s t u v w x y z
1 2 3 4 10 115 6 7 8 9 12 13
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Run off and give each student one to help them calculate their word values. 
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Dollar Word Clue:

Fishermen use them.

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

Spray of liquid. You can drink from 
them, they are also ornamental.

In a bad mood; cranky.

Main roads.

Where you go if you’re really sick or 
hurt.
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My Dollar Word Booklet 
By: _____________________ 

Each of these words has a value of 100.

Excellent!
5+24+3+5+12+12+5+14+20
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My 100 Dollar Word Booklet 
By: _____________________ 

!
Each of these words has a value of 100.

Excellent!
5+24+3+5+12+12+5+14+20
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Stretch  
your vocabulary.

740 Dollar 
Words 
·  abatements  
·  acceptors  
·  acclimation  
·  accumulate  
·  acknowledge  
·  acolytes  
·  acquitted  
·  activates  
·  addressing  
·  adulthood  
·  advantaging  
·  adverting  
·  affectation 
·  airdrops  
·  alienation 
·  alternated  
·  amputees  
·  amusedly  
·  analysis  
·  aneurism  
·  annually  
·  answerable  
·  anterior  
·  apoplectic  
·  appeasers  
·  appertain  
·  applying  
·  appointed  
·  aquamarine  
·  archenemies  
·  arrests  
·  arrivals  
·  asbestos  
·  ascendants  
·  atonally  

·  attitude  
·  audiophile  
·  augments 
·  autoharp 
·  automated  
·  avocation  
·  awfully 
·  azurite 
·  backslashes  
·  backtracking  
·  bandwagons  
·  bazillion  
·  bedazzles  
·  bedposts  
·  beginnings  
·  benediction  
·  bestirred  
·  bestridden  
·  bettering  
·  bewitching  
·  biathlons  
·  bipartite  
·  birthmark  
·  biweeklies  
·  blastoffs  
·  blazoning  
·  blissful  
·  bolstered  
·  boondoggled  
·  bootblacks  
·  borrowed  
·  botanist  
·  bouillon  
·  boulevard  
·  boundary  
·  boycott  
·  breviary  

·  bronchus 
·  browser 
·  brushier  
·  burnished  
·  buzzy  
·  cacophony  
·  cannibalized  
·  captaincies  
·  carouser  
·  carpenter  
·  caryatids  
·  catechisms  
·  centipedes  
·  chaplaincies  
·  charwomen  
·  chastening  
·  cherishing  
·  chimpanzee  
·  choppers  
·  chortles  
·  chromium  
·  cleanliest  
·  clinically  
·  clockwise  
·  clotting  
·  clumsier  
·  coarsest  
·  coasters  
·  coatroom  
·  colleagues  
·  collecting  
·  colonials  
·  commandeered  
·  companion  
·  confederated  
·  congenital  
·  congress  
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Dollar Word Challenge 
Find words whose value = 100



What was the longest Dollar Word found? 
!
!

What was the shortest Dollar Word found? 
!
!

Did anyone find some words with a value of 99? 
!
!

Did anyone find any states or countries that were 
worth 100? 

!
!

Did anyone find any days of the week or months 
that were worth 100? 

!
!

Did anyone find any names of people that were 
worth 100? 

!
!

Did anyone find any names of cities, or places that 
were worth 100?

What was the longest Dollar Word found? 
!
!

What was the shortest Dollar Word found? 
!
!

Did anyone find some words with a value of 99? 
!
!

Did anyone find any states or countries that were 
worth 100? 

!
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Did anyone find any days of the week or months 
that were worth 100? 

!
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Did anyone find any names of people that were 
worth 100? 

!
!

Did anyone find any names of cities, or places that 
were worth 100?
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My name:

eeeeeeeeeePenny points:

Show the math:

My friend’s name is  __________________________ 
Their name is worth __________. 

My name is worth            their name.             
<
>
=

Together our names are worth:
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Show the math:
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Together our names are worth:

Dollar Word Clue:

A blemish on the skin that you were 
born with.

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

Dollar Word Clue:

A wasteful pursuit, or a politically 
motivated government project. 
Hint: Starts with a B.

Refuse to deal with something. 
Martin Luther King did this with 
busses. 

Unmelodious, unpleasant, loud 
noises.

Tarzan’s Cheetah was one.
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birthmark

My 100  
Dollar  
Word!

Name:  

Word: 

Math:

Diane 
cousins

3+15+21+19+9+14+19=100

There’s also a 1 dollar bill template. 
On the pattern, the back of the bill is upside down and 
reversed, so that children simply cut around the outside edge 
then fold their “bill” in half & glue it together. 

You can also have them write the equation & value of their 
name as well as their word. 
Punch a hole at the top and hang from the ceiling. 
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Name: 

One Hundred Dollar Word:

Math:

Run off on a variety of colors. 
Children fill in the information, then decorate their balloon on the back with drawings of stars, hearts, polka dots, stripes or 
stickers. 

Punch a hole at the top, tie on a yarn loop and suspend from the ceiling. Attach some curling ribbon at the end of each 
balloon. 
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Dollar Word Riddles
Name:

Number your paper for however many riddles your teacher is going to give you.  
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1-2-3 Come Add To 100 With Me 

I must confess I'm a flitter.  I endeavor to try and stay focused 
'til I complete a task, but this proves rather difficult when I'm 
doing research on the Internet.   

One thing leads to another, and 
pretty soon I find it's late afternoon and I haven't accomplished 
a thing.  I’ve enjoyed learning all sorts of trivia, and have added 
to my already too full list of things I want to design, but I've 
gotten off the beaten track.   Anyone out there do something 
similar while planning a lesson? 

The result of my craziness today, has come up with something I 
think your students will enjoy, and works well for a 100 Day 
celebration too.  I stumbled upon several math sites that asked 
students, "How much is your name worth?"   

In order 
for children to calculate this, each letter is assigned a value 
according to its position in the alphabet.  i.e., The letter A is 



worth 1, B is worth 2, all the way up to the letter Z, which is 
worth 26.    

I've included a bookmark key you can run off and give each 
student, that will make things easier, as well as a valuation poster 
you can also put up.   

So that younger students don't get confused, I made the 
numbers in red, green, and blue so that they stand out.  
 

After students get the hang of this concept by adding up their 
name, challenge them to find a word that is worth 100.  So that I 
could find a few words, without having to rack my brain, I googled 
words worth 100.  To my surprise this led to "Dollar" 
words.  Quite a few teachers all over the planet seem to be 
challenging their kiddo's to find the value of words.    

Just an FYI, do NOT assign this as 
a homework assignment.  It will defeat the purpose of the 
lesson.  Any child with access to a computer will find all sorts of 
online help, lists, and even several sites that will calculate the 
amounts for them.   

After your students have worked on this assignment, you can 



share 2 word calculation sites that I found: Balmoral Software 
and Math Lair   
Balmoral Software: http://www.balmoralsoftware.com/dollar.htm and 
Math Lair: http://mathlair.allfunandgames.ca/onedollarcalc.php 

It might be fun for them to practice their keyboarding skills, 
typing in a variety of words, names and numbers to see their 
values.  

Instead, do this activity in class.  You want your students to 
practice all sorts of standards, as they think up words and add up 
numbers.  You also want them to have the joy of discovering their 
own 100-point word, which can be pretty exciting.  

I'm not sure who came up with the original idea, as there is a 
plethora of sites, activities, and information about calculating the 
value of names, words, etc.  The "game" was also listed in several 
math-activity books like Math For Smarty Pants by Marilyn 
Burns.  
 

Perhaps the idea came because of a snide remark 
by Ernest Hemingway.  William Faulkner, also a prolific writer at 
the time, stated that "[Hemingway] had never been known to 
use a word that might send the reader to the dictionary."  In 
his defense, Hemingway shot back: "Poor Faulkner. Does he 
really think big emotions come from big words? He thinks I 
don't know the ten-dollar words. I know them all right, but 
there are older and simpler and better words, and those are 



the ones I use."   
 

Thus we have evolved from those 
ten-dollar words, to the dollar words of today.  If you want to tie 
this activity in to your 100-Day celebration, simply call them 100 
dollar words, making each point worth one dollar.   

One of the reasons I think this is such a tremendous activity, is 
because it is a great mental workout, which involves all sorts of 
other things besides counting and addition.  Students need to 
come up with a strategy, which involves critical thinking.  
 

So that even young students with limited 
addition ability, can also do this activity, give students a 
dictionary and a calculator and set them loose.    

So that older students get the much-needed addition practice in, 
have them figure out their word, and then check it with a 
calculator.  After they have done a specific amount of "ciphering" 
allow them to use the calculators, so that they are able to 



practice more problems.  
 

With so many students working on so many words, teachers may 
find it difficult to give students immediate feedback, which 
speeds up the learning process. Allowing students to use 
calculators, to check their answers that they have come up with 
by themselves, solves the problem and guarantees correct 
results.   

For many younger students, using a calculator is a first-time 
experience and makes the entire process less frustrating and 
more fun.  The use of a dictionary helps build vocabulary, 
reinforces spelling and gives them all sorts of dictionary-skill 
practice such as alphabetizing.  You could also introduce your 
students to a thesaurus if you haven't already done so.  
 

Besides problem-solving math, you can also review parts of 
speech.  Which words are nouns, verbs, or adjectives?  Did you 
come up with any compound words?  

So that this activity is 
not overwhelming for your struggling students, break things 
down.   Are you studying prefixes and suffixes?  Have students 
make a list of them and give them a value.    



A root word may not add up to 100, but how does adding a prefix 
or suffix help? For example, adding ed to a verb increases its 
value by 9.  Adding ing to a verb increases its value by 30 and 
reduces the target value for the root verb to 70. The strategy 
then is breaking down a large problem into smaller ones that are 
more easily solved. 
 

Are you stuck at 99? Can you add an S to make the word 
plural?  Adding S to a word increases its value by 19 and reduces 
the target value for the root word to 81, offering you a teachable 
moment to review singular and plural.   

Give students a certain amount of 
time on their own and then break them up into groups, so they can 
help each other and work on cooperative learning.  

After students have worked on this 100-Day word challenge for 
the allotted time, give them some help, by suggesting clues for 
the different "dollar words." For example, "Something you'll 
find in all bathrooms is this plural dollar word."  Answer: toilets  
 



To make this easy for you, I've 
done a day's worth of work finding dollar words, so that you 
don't have to.  I've come up with a list of 740 words!  

There are a variety of lists out there with more, but mine is 
alphabetized, checked, student-appropriate, spelled correctly, 
does not contain proper names and lists only real words.  
 

To save you 
even more time, I've also made up a list of clues for some dollar 
words that your students should be familiar with.   



Print off my clues and have each student choose one, or have 
children work in groups with the same clue, to see who can figure 
it out first.   

When a dollar 
word has been correctly identified, give students another clue.   

You can award points and give out the Dollar Word certificates 
to the winners.    

So that 
younger children don't feel left out, I've also included 
certificates for participation.  
 



Later, share the list and have 
students find out how many letters the longest dollar word 
had.  What was the shortest dollar word?  I've included a 
worksheet for that.  There is one that features the dollar bill if 
you are doing Dollar words, as well as one with a 100-dollar bill 
at the top, if you're using this for a 100-Day activity.  
 

Honduras, Milwaukee, and Tallahatchie were all 100-point 
places that I found.  Kristin, Henrietta, Paulette and Suzanne 
were 100-point names, and Wednesday is the day of the week 
that is worth 100. 
 



Are there dollar words on the list 
that they don't know?  Have them choose 10 to look up.  I've 
included a My Dollar Word or My 100 Dollar Word dictionary 
for your students to record things in.   

This is a wonderful Daily 5-word 
work activity.  
You could also have students use different colored highlighters 



to show which words are verbs, adjectives, nouns, or compound 
words.  
 

"Teaching is the power to think clearly; the power to act well 
in the world's work, and the power to appreciate life." -

Brigham Young 
 

	
  



If you liked this resource  
you may also like these  

other 100 Day resource as well.  

Tiny Tweets From:
dollardoodles.com Click on the photo.

100 Day Flip Booklet

Diane Hender son 

Run off.  Students complete their booklet, trim, collate and staple.  Children can do this during your 100 Day celebration, or send home as homework a few 
days before, so that students can complete it there, and then share completed booklets on your 100th day of school. 
Booklet can be as is, or staple to the 100 Day Coloring page. 
TeachWithMe.com

My 100Things Booklet 
____________________ 

Trace 10 lowercase letters. 

Write 10 numbers on this page.

Color the 10 shapes.

Cut 10 snips on the dashed lines.

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Make 5 kisses with the letter X  
+ 5 hugs with the letter O to = ______.

Trace 10 uppercase letters.

Put 10 stickers on this page.

Make 10 tally marks. 

Run off.  Students complete their booklet, trim, collate and staple.  Children can do this during your 100 Day 
celebration, or send home as homework a few days before, so that students can complete it there, and then share 
completed booklets on your 100th day of school. !
TeachWithMe.com!

Color the 10 hearts.

v c LLm 9 ;n X

Make 10 kisses with the letter X.

Make 10 hugs with the letter O.

Put 10 stickers on this page.

Make 10 tally marks. 

Color the 10 hearts.

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

100 100 100 100100

100 100 100 100100
Color the ten 100 numbers.

Count the items in your booklet by 10s. Were there 100? 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
Happy 100 Day!

100 100 100 100100

100 100 100 100100
Color the ten 100 numbers.

Count the items in your booklet by 10s. Were there 100? 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
Happy 100 Day!

100 100 100 100100

100 100 100 100100
Color the ten 100 numbers.

Count the items in your booklet by 10s. Were there 100? 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
Happy 100 Day!

0
0

We love being 100 days smarter!

We love being 100 days smarter!

Run off on white construction paper or card stock. 
Students color & trim. They staple their completed “100 Things” counting booklet to the top. 
TeachWithMe.com
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Designing stuff for TpT, is extra fun because of the awesome 

clip art & fonts that I use from these talented artists. 
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Tiny Tweets From:
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               Thank you so much for buying this product.  

             I truly hope you’ll love this item & that it will  
                make your life easier & teaching more fun! 

To my loyal followers: I promise to post at least one FREEBIE each 
month that will hopefully knock-your-socks-off. 

Please take a moment to leave feedback to earn valuable points,  
which equal money for future TPT purchases!  Woo hoo.   

             If for any reason you’re unhappy, please email me at:       
            dianetpt@gmail.com 
                                                Blessings,  Diane

“Believe you 
can and  
you’re  

half way 
there.”
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